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GILBERT’S POTOROO 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.55 pm]:  I inform Parliament today of the plight of the Gilbert’s potoroo, and 
the tireless work of an Albany action group to create awareness of the critically endangered mammal.  The 
Gilbert’s potoroo is a furry mammal about the size of a rabbit with a coat of dense, soft grey-brown hair, and is 
likened to a small quokka or bandicoot.  It has large liquid brown eyes, small ears and has a main diet of 
underground fungi or truffles. 

The Gilbert’s potoroo was first discovered in 1841, and had been thought to be extinct until 1994.  It is critically 
endangered and is on the international endangered red list with fewer than 40 remaining in the world.  Its main 
threats are from fires, cats and foxes.  Dr Tony Friend of the Department of Conservation and Land Management 
manages a captive breeding colony - the only colony in the world - at Two Peoples Bay. 

One trial involves fostering baby Gilbert’s potoroos to South Australian long-nosed potoroos, which are not in 
danger and are good mothers.  This enables the parent potoroos to mate again straightaway.  It took only eight 
hours to move the potoroos from their mother’s pouch in Albany to the South Australian zoo. 

The Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group comprises volunteers dedicated to saving the potoroo from extinction and to 
raising awareness of its status.  The office bearers are Ron Dorn, chairperson, Barbara Hands, secretary, and Val 
Hack, treasurer.  Volunteers help with tracking, searching for new populations, helping a captive breeding 
colony and fundraising and education programs for schools and the general public. 

The south coast of Western Australia is a biodiversity hot spot.  International attention is focused on the 
endangered fauna and flora of our area.  Albany has been put on the world map as a result of its efforts also to 
save the noisy scrub-bird, the western bristlebird and the western ground parrots.  Save the potoroos! 
 


